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Turncoat to Tell Story on TV

By Richard K. Doan
7V and Radio Editor *

1.0well Denver Skinner, 32,

the disillusioned Korean War
turncoat who returned to this
country -last week from Red
{’hina, has told his story ex-
clusively before the cameras
of the Metromedia stations
(WNEW-TV, Channel 5, in
New York) for a two-hour
Lclecast to he aived Sunday
night at 9 o'clock.

The Interview was con-
ducted by David Schocnbrun,

who recently resigned as chiel |

CES Washin gton correspond-
aib, e

Allen Dullés, former chiel
of the Central Intelligence
Ageney, is flying to New York
today to tape a sequence for
the program. in which he will

- discuss with Schoenbrun the |
causes and consequences ol

defections by &kinner and

- 20 other American GIs in
1954,

#en, Thomas J. Dodd, D,
fionn., chairman of the Sen-
ate subcomrmttee on internal
security, also will apear on
the telecast.

Schoenbrun and
Tynn, vice-president
charge of programming

Jack
in
for

the Metromedia TV stations, -

.uegested yesterday that the
program .may raise serious
wiestions as to the legality
»{ “blanket” dishonorable dis-
charges given the 21 turn-
coals by the then Secretaly
ui Defcnse Charles Wilson.

;choenbrun said that the
bepartment of Justice had
heen “unable do find  that
Sknner had commitied
Lreason or any other erime
for which he can now, hc
proscented for accepting what
the sovernment now officially
describes as “voluntary non-
repairiation.”

“Military lawycrs at the
0O (Department of De-
fense) told me,” Schoepbrun
said, “that the dishonorable
discharges were in theiv
opinjon illegal because the
fuen  werc never  coutt-
martialed. The late Charlie
Wilson simply issued an ad-
winistrative fiat.”

n

The Sunday night tclecas!,
however,
attempt to probe “‘the
anatomy of an American who
has turned his back on his
country,” Schoenbrun cex-
plained.

“When a man jumps over

i the wall in Berlin, he's scek-

ing freedom and he’s a hero.
When he deserts our side, he’s
a rat. But you can't have it
hoth ways. We've got to know

* why these men didn’t want to
- come home. What we are do-
%n, here is a laboratory ex-

will be basically an:

amination of & mmd that, :

cracked under pressure.
Schoenbrun  pointed Gt
that Skinner is the first Gi
pnncoat to desert the Red
cause in the last five years and

brought out of China with '

him unusual “eyewitness” n-
tclligence on conditions be-
hind the Bamboo Curtain.

Of the 21 who chose nol to
he repatriated, Skinner is the
11th to return home. At the
time he chose to stay wilh
he Communists, he contended
ne was “staying behind to
fight for peace.”

Schoenbrun’s interview
with the Jformer corporal
[rom Akron, Ohio, was taped
here last Friday afternoon
within 24 hours after Skinner
rcached New York. He has
since returned to his parents’
home.

3choenbrun

nrogram about hitherto con-

fidential information that is

contained in a chapter of
his forthecoming hook,
Crafl ,of Intelligence,”
pubhsncd in October.

chapter, titled “Volunieers.”

deals with defcctors from the %

Soviel side.

fLynn said he arvanged Lo

Inmﬁ skinner here {or the

v nterview by phoning him

said Dwles f
hiad consented to talk on the :

“The .
to be -
The

AT,
Reporting From The World
. Of Television and Radio

o

the  Metromedia  officia;
said he had signed Skinner
Lo au eaclusive contract for
his story “in all media” un-
til 1964. Lynn declined to
say how much Skinner was
paid beyond the fact he was
sent $1,000 to cover expenses
Tor his frip here.

Shoenbrun was engaged a
fcw days later as “a high-
level pro who could dig out
a full study” of Skinner's
case, Lynn reported.

T will be the former CBS
newsman's first TV appear-
ance sivice he cheeked out of
the sorwork for which he was
for msny vears Paris corre-

sjoadent. Schoenbrun  said
the Sundayv rclecast was &
“one shot” and did not por-
tend any continuing assign-
ment for him from Metro-
media,

fl‘he two-hour program will
be  vepeated rext Mondawv
night at 9. Tt will be shown
on the Phams Wath 1o,
D. C., outlet, 'WTTC: Sunda\
al 9 p. m. and Monday at
8:30. Other Metromedia Sta-
tions, in T.0s8 Angeles, Kansas
City and clsewhere, will carry
the program a week later.
The two-hour tape also will
be offered for “world-wide
syndication,” Lynn An-
nounced.

Tynn described Skinner as
a “nervous, high-strung” and
reluctant subject who at first
+didn't want to get involved
in publicity.” He was brought
here under an assumed name
and registered at two differ-
eni New York hotels in
Lynn’s name. to keep him
away from competitive media.

Neither Lynn nor Schoen-
brun would disclose what
Skinner told in the taped in-
terview.

Dulles will come here today
from Duck Island, in upstate

v York. where he has been
wgationing. He was entrecatedd
w Schoenbrun to appear on
Lhe program.

Skinner is married 0 a
Chinese girl whom he has
heen quoted as wsaying he
hopes to bring to this coun-
try. His future plans other-
wise are undisclosed.

‘Fractured Flickers,” a
belf-hour of early day silent.
films dubbed with improbable
modern dialogue, will he scen
Sunday cvenings at 7:30 on
Channel 9 beginning Ocl 6
The host: Hans Conreid.
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